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Each councilmember should review 
each application per the Assessment 
Factors (which Harvey said are in the 
ordinance and are specific to Three 
Oaks) prior to the public meeting.

Harvey said of the process that 
councilmembers shouldn’t use 
numerical rankings or scores but 
instead should identify if and how 
each assessment factor has been met 
based on the application.

If the council approves, the 
applicant will be issued a Conditional 
License, contingent upon the State 
of Michigan issuing a license for 
operation under state law.

The applicant has one 
year from the date the 
Conditional License is 
issued to provide to the 
Village “proof that the state 

operating license has been obtained 
and to complete all other required 
permits/approvals required by the 
Village.” The village shall issue the 
Municipal License 30 days after 
obtaining this proof.

Municipal licenses are valid for one 
year from the date of issuance.

Upon recommendation from 
attorney Jessica Fette, who was 
present that night, councilmembers 
didn’t make any formal decisions 
that night due to it being a workshop. 
It was agreed that they would begin 
discussing the number and dates 
of council meetings regarding the 
applications and if applicants should 
be present at their meetings, at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 11.

Runners, walkers, and cyclists 
now have a spot to rest and 
refresh themselves for the 
journey ahead at the newly 
completed trailhead facility, 

which includes restrooms, off-street 
parking, and benches, on Townline 
Avenue in Union Pier.

New Buffalo Township Supervisor 
Michelle Heit said that it’s been open 
since shortly after the July Fourth 
weekend.

“We’d gotten our occupancy permit 
and it’s been open ever since,” she said.

Heit said the gravel parking lot 
located next to the building is a work in 
progress, as it’s been decided that it’ll be 
unpaved for now. 

“There’s still landscaping, a little 
thank you water feature garden (for The 
Pokagon Fund) going in soon – a few 
things are still going to happen there but 
everything’s up and usable now,” she 
said.

Burkholder Excavating did the 
parking lot. The trailhead was paid for 
through a grant from The Pokagon Fund 
(New Buffalo Township wrote for the 
grant). 

“The Pokagon Fund actually paid for 
the property too – they gave us the grant 
to purchase the property and part of the 
grant agreement was to put the parking 
lot in,” Heit said.

Heit said the trailhead has been 
busy the times she’s stopped by to put 

supplies in there. 
“People are in and out using it so 

much already and the picnic tables in 
the front – it’s nice,” she said.

Also getting plenty of use is the nearby 
10-foot non-motorized path, which was 
a part of the Red Arrow Highway/Union 
Pier Corridor Improvement Project.

A ribbon-cutting was held in 
downtown Union Pier for 
the project on Memorial 
Day weekend, and Heit said 
the path has been busy ever 

since.  
“From the minute it was done, 

I’ve seen so many people, especially 
families…For kids who need to be able 

to get out and use bikes, there’s not 
really a sidewalk in that area, so they 
can safely get out and walk or ride bikes 
or roller skate. It’s been nice to see 
families be able to get out and move 
around and bike,” she said.

Heit said that she hopes the path 
will someday continue to Bridgman. 
It’s hoped that the trail will be part of 
a future linear park, which will stretch 
from the Galien River County Park in 
New Buffalo Township to Bridgman.

“We put in the first portion of that,” 
she said.

Heit said that a block party 
celebrating the newly finished corridor 
project is tentatively scheduled to take 
place sometime after Labor Day.

Trailhead, parking lot in Union Pier offers  
resting spot for walkers, runners and cyclists
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A cyclist cruises down the nonmotorized trail

The parking lot behind the trailhead was full of cars Sunday, Aug. 1 The trailhead on Townline Road, with public restrooms and benches

People enjoy the nonmotorized trail and outdoor seating last weekend


